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Greetings 
There are several festive and entertaining upcoming events 
around us. I hope you find something that delights you and 
your loved ones.  
 
I have highlighted some great volunteer opportunities and 
non-profits to support. Thank you to all who lend a hand to 
our neighbors in need.  

Community 

In Her Shoes 
Join HopeWorks for a community education workshop, In Her 
Shoes, on Saturday, December 9, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. This 
workshop is designed to teach our community more about 
domestic violence. You will have the opportunity to move, do, 
think and experience the lives of people who are being abused. 
Following the simulation participants will explore the dynamics 
of domestic violence and hear about the mission and services 
of HopeWorks.  
 
Come to HopeWorks of Howard County on 9770 Patuxent 
Woods DriveSuite 100, Columbia, MD 21046. For more 
information, visit HopeWorks’ website.  
 

Millennial Work Group Members Wanted 
Columbia Association (CA) is seeking to engage with young 
residents and get their insights into how to better serve them. 
CA seeks volunteers between the ages of 17-35 who will 
provide ideas about how to reach, engage with and provide 
exciting programming and activities for these residents. 
 
This is a unique opportunity for younger residents to bring their 
ideas about what kinds of Columbia programs, activities and 
venues should be offered in the future. Meetings will be 
scheduled at the convenience of the work group. 
 
Interested community members may review and complete the 
application online. Applications are due on or before Friday, 
December 29. Questions? Please email Jane Dembner 
at Jane.Dembner@ColumbiaAssociation.org. 
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………………………………2 

“Flagging” Program for 911 Calls 
Howard County Police are expanding a program in which 
residents can voluntarily “flag” their address in the 911 
system to make police aware of a family member with a 
disability. The program began through a partnership with 
autism advocates in 2012, but has expanded to include other 
information residents believe would be relevant to a police 
response, if 911 is ever called. 
 
For example, if someone living with autism has sensory 
sensitivity, an officer could be mindful of the possible effect 
of police lights or sirens when approaching that household. 
The program can be used for various relevant mental or 
physical health concerns, including autism, Alzheimer's, 
intellectual, developmental or degenerative disabilities, 
physical disabilities, mental health diagnoses, or other 
behavior that may affect police response.  
 
All information submitted as a part of the 911 flagging 
program remains confidential and will only be used by 
emergency dispatchers and responders. A request form is 
available on the HCPD’s website. For more information, 
contact the Community Outreach Division at 410-313-2207 or 
email hcpdoutreach@howardcountymd.gov. 

http://www.wearehopeworks.org/event/in-her-shoes-4/
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/about-us/committees/advisory-committees/columbia-association-wants-to-hear-from-millennials-to-better-serve-you/
mailto:jane.dembner@columbiaassociation.org
mailto:hcpdoutreach@howardcountymd.gov


Visit the African Art Museum of Maryland 
At the African Art Museum of Maryland, visitors of all ages 
have a chance to learn about African art and artifacts, from 
traditional sculptures and textiles to musical instruments to 
jewelry. The collection includes pieces from across the African 
continent, organized to help broaden visitors’ understanding of 
the diversity of African art. The museum is open Wednesday 
through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at 11711 E. 
Market St., Fulton. For more information call 301-490-6070 or 
visit the museum’s website.  
 

Lego Christmas Ornament Class 
Classic Plastic Bricks will be hosting a Lego Christmas ornament 
building class at the Baltimore & Ohio Ellicott City Station 
Museum on December 16t, 1:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Learn how to 
build Lego Christmas ornaments. The class is free but for a 
small fee you can take the ornaments home with you.  

 

Crafts with a Past 

Join the Howard County Recreation 
and Parks department on Saturday, 
December 9, 11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. to 
partake in authentic activities from the 
Colonial Era. Try your calligraphy skills 
with a nib pen and ink, observe candle 

making and cooking demonstrations, blend dried herbs and 
flowers to make your own scent sachet to take home.  
 
Learn why these skills were relevant in the Colonial Era from 
Heritage Program staff as they also provide tours of the late 
eighteenth-century log cabin at Thomas Isaac Log Cabin (8394 
Main St Ellicott City, MD 21043). For more information, visit 
the event website. 
 

Commission for Women Essay Contest 
The Commission for Women has announced the 2018 essay 
contest, open to all Howard County middle and high school 
students. Completed essays are due by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, 
January 22, 2018. For full contest rules, visit their website. 

  
International High School Exchange  Program 

Interested in traveling to Cergy-Pontoise, 
France or Tres Cantos, Spain this 
summer? Students studying French or 
Spanish, level III or above, have the 
opportunity through Columbia 
Association’s (CA) Sister Cities program 
to spend two weeks in July with a French 
or Spanish host family, then host a French or Spanish teen for 
two weeks upon returning home from Europe.  
 
Information sessions will be held on Thursday, January 11 and 
Wednesday, January 17 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at CA 
headquarters  (6310 Hillside Court, Columbia). For more 
information, contact Laura Smit (410) 715-3162 or email 
International@ColumbiaAssociation.org.  

Baltimore Dollar Days 
In the spirit of the Holidays, Baltimore area attractions will 
open their doors and offer free or $1 admission this weekend, 
December 9 and 10. To see a full list of participating 
attractions, visit this website. For those that are interested, it is 
recommended to attend early and prepare for long wait times. 
 

Santa Paws 
The Roger Carter Community Center will 
host a holiday event for pets and their 
owners on Friday, December 15, 6:15 p.m. 
- 7:15 p.m.  Bring your four-legged furry 
friend on a trip to the North Pole. Santa 

will be available for photo opportunities. All furry participants 
receive a treat bag with a token of appreciation for their 
human. Don't forget to bring a camera!  
 
Handlers must be at least 18 years old, have proof of rabies 
shot, present at time of entrance, remain in the area with their 
pet at all times, and maintain sight of and control of their pet.  
 

Blood Pressure Screening 
There will be a free walk-in blood pressure screening and 
monitoring offered by Howard County General Hospital on 
Monday, December 11, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at 
Savage Branch Library. No registration required. 
 

Santa's Soaring Adventure 
Join Santa and his elves on Saturday, December 16 to decorate 
two  stockings, get a picture with the big man himself, enjoy 
holiday music, and munch on some delicious holiday cookies. 
One stocking participants can keep and one gets stuffed with a 
gift card for families served by HopeWorks Howard County. For 
more information, visit Terrapin Adventure’s event page.  

 

Holiday Decorating  with Natural Materials 

Learn how to decorate your home for the 
holidays using natural materials! On December 
13 at 7:30 p.m. a local Master Gardener will 
demonstrate simple techniques for bringing a 
bit of nature into your festivities.  
 
The workshop will be held in the Community 
Room at Clarksville Commons on the 2nd floor 

of the north building. The event is free and all are welcome. 
For questions or to pre-register, please email 
info@clarksvillecommons.com. 
 

Frosty Fest 
The B&O Railroad Museum will host Frosty Fest on Saturday, 
December 16 through Sunday, December 17. Ride trains with 
Frosty the Snowman, take photographs with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, watch the model train display and partake in holiday 
crafts and activities.  Donate 5 non–perishable food items for a 
discount on admission. For more information, visit the 
museum’s website.  

http://www.africanartmuseum.org
https://www.facebook.com/ClassicPlasticBricks/
https://www.facebook.com/ecborail/
https://www.facebook.com/ecborail/
https://www.facebook.com/events/287707178398937/
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=GFjDZfWWf8E%3d&portalid=0
mailto:International@ColumbiaAssociation.org
https://www.godowntownbaltimore.com/events/default.aspx?eid=1b98a68a-ee70-e411-a817-000c29c83df1
https://www.terrapinadventures.com/adventures/
mailto:info@clarksvillecommons.com
http://www.borail.org/holiday/frosty-fest.aspx


Mary Kay Sigaty 

mksigaty@howardcountymd.gov 
Twitter: @MaryKaySigaty 

Facebook: facebook.com/MaryKaySigaty 

Howard County Council 

3430 Courthouse Drive 

Ellicott City, MD 21043 

(410) 313-2001 

Upcoming Events & Reminders 

Lisbon Christmas Parade 
Saturday, December 9 ▪ 12:00 p.m. 
Main Street (Route 144) 
This day will be filled with holiday excitement with the arrival 
of an array of horses, carriages, wagons and of course, a visit 
by Santa! Event sponsors ask attendees to bring nonperishable 
food items to benefit the Howard County and Carroll County 
Food Banks. For more information, visit the event website 
 
Home for the Holidays: Coping with Family 
December 13 ▪ 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
9770 Patuxent Woods Drive, Suite 300 
This roundtable discussion presented by HopeWorks will be a 
space to  explore tools and tactics for having tough 
conversations with difficult family members and for caring for 
yourself during these challenging moments. For more 
information please visit HopeWorks website.  
 
Board of Appeals Opening 
Deadline: Friday, December 15 
Applications are now being accepted to fill a vacancy on the 
County's Board of Appeals. The Board of Appeals is a five-
member body appointed by the County Council that hears and 
decides variances, conditional uses, non-conforming uses, and 
appeals of departmental or administrative decisions. 
 
For more information about the Howard County Board of 
Appeals, visit the County’s website.  
 
Pizza With Santa 
Saturday, December 16 ▪ 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Kahler Hall  
Enjoy pizza, special holiday crafts, and face painting with Santa! 
Remember to bring your camera for a special photo 
opportunity. Attendees are encouraged to bring one non-
perishable food item per ticket for the Howard County Food 
Bank. For more information, call Melanie Jeffers at 410-730-
0770 and visit the village’s website. 

Give the Gift of Giving 
Grassroots Crisis Center: Take a moment to read the 2017 
holiday wish list. Wish list donated items need to be delivered 
by Wednesday, December 13 at 6700 Freetown Road in 
Columbia. Thank you in advance for your donations.  
 
Meals on Wheels of Central Maryland: Support senior citizens 
in the greater Howard County area by participating in one of 
their holiday service projects. Details on the projects can be 
found here. For additional ways to help, visit the volunteer 
website. 
 
HopeWorks:  This holiday season, you can support Howard 
County’s domestic violence shelter by making a donation or 
volunteering your time at HopeWorks. Take a look at their 
holiday giving campaign here. 
 
ARC: The Arc of Howard County serves those with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities, offering them services to help 
them live a full community life. They ensure that those they 
support are able to choose how and with whom they spend 
their time, and are able to work at a challenging and rewarding 
job. You may make a donation through their website or 
volunteer.  
 
FIRN: Support Howard County’s immigrant and refugee 
families by making a charitable donation to FIRN during the 
holidays. Make a contribution here or donate food gift cards, 
new clothing, and new toys to their holiday program.  For more 
information, call 410-992-1923.  
 
Serve Food on Christmas Day: Give back to a family in need 
during the holidays by serving food on Christmas Day, or any 
day this month. For more details, please take a look at 
VolunteerHoward’s flyer on holiday opportunities and food 
insecurity. 
 
Project Linus of Howard County: Project Linus provides 
blankets to children who are seriously ill or traumatized. The 
organization is looking for donations of hand-made blankets, 
child-friendly fabrics, acrylic yarn in bright colors, and gift cards 
to stores like Hobby Lobby, Michael’s, Joann’s, etc. For more 
information, please call 410-730-8865. 
 
Healthy Families: Help first-time parents in Howard County 
access resources to promote stability for their families and 
prevent abuse by donating diapers of all sizes, baby formula 
and wipes, or gently used baby clothing size newborn through 
the age of 5. Call 410-715-3716 for more information. 

 
Are you doing any holiday online shopping? Shop online 
through Amazon Smile. You can purchase all the items you 
would normally get through Amazon and  0.5% of your 
purchases will be donated to a charity organization of your 
choice.  
 
Thank you in advance for your donations and service hours.  

Interested in receiving a mobile 
device friendly version of the 

District 4 newsletter? 
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